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THE LIFE OF

~ PAUL MORPHY

Interesting Sketch of the World’s Gfeatest Chess Player,
Whose Life Has Been Little [Jaderstood Even by
the Devotees of the Game of Games.

C. A. Buck of Toronto, Kansas, a Cliess Enthusiast, is the
Biographer of the American Who Achieved Inter-

national Fame as Among the Masters,

‘IMhe Guzelie, through Lhe courtesy
uf ¢ A Buek of Toronto, I{ansus,
une of the bewt known chess eXperts
in the middie west, presents here-
with an  inferesting and  compre-
horsive blography of the late Paul
Morphy, whe  ranked  nmeng  he
world's  masters at the chess lable,
Several blogrrphera have attempted
\he task, but nome ol them have suc-
copded 0% has Mo Buck in gathering
srom autheatie sources data and inci-
dunts i the Hte of e, Morphy, whosg
memory will eldure ns long as there
& ¢hess history. Several books have
been written which détall closeiys BMr
AMorphy's ewrly dife. but Mr. Buck
hax, from resenrch covering a peried
ul several years, creloted  incidents

and facts in Lis eer lite (that have
pever helope boen printed or  pub-
lished,

YOUTH OF PAUL MORFLY.

The chronicles of chess,  awmAiticd
s il 's by o liteeature richer than
that of any other game. offer Lo the
atudent nothing: 1o comphre with the
career of Pauw. Morphy, Llhe game's
prealest master, A number ol elr-
cumnstnnces  conspived 1o make Pugl
Morphy un uninue and monumentil
vharacter In chess history, The two
stllent factors of his fame were, of
cutrse, his worderful chess play and
lis estrene youth during the period
uf hs awctive cnesy coteern  Ineidents
wlly, the raet that he was the only
master of the rest class that Am-
eriea had produced up (e hls  tlme
avgmented his prestige; .and then, 1oo,
his personality, marked o it was by

many graces of the mind, added
lustre to hls I'nme.  His later life,

during whieh he met with many dis-
uppointments gl reversas, Hnglly re-
siitng In o mild form of mania, adds
®nelancholy inferest w0 hls voreern
It wus sneh 4 contrast te whart his
yuluth gave promise ol that i seema
alimost ragle in lis aspects.

It 1% eurious :o note thal while the
name 6f Paul  Morphy I Known
wherevor chess s pluyed, cnd  must
every practitonse of the game is [u-
millar whth his chess, yet there are
rew plavers of twuday whoe koow of
his later life, dating from his return
tram EBurope In 1859, A sketeh of
Morphy*s dater iife, however brief and
tragmentary, shouid properly be pre-
fured by & review of his chess cu-
reer, not only in the jnterest of &n
haemonious whele, but thut the read-
¢r may have o better undevstandlng
ol wome phases ot his choracter thot
fewveloped with the malurity of yvears,

Panl Morphy wis born in New Or-
wenng, June g2 1485 He learned chess
ut the aize ol praduated™at Spring
i eollege, naar dobdile. Alk. in 1854,
wndled law and was admitted to the
bar in Aprll, 1837, He wes  gifted
with £ wonderfri mind, its precocious
powers being revealed net only in

*phess but in his studles as well [
should be notlved that belore he was
=it yvears ohl he had graduated atcol-
lege and uae & 'nw sehool, his learns
{ng embreeing fAueney in Lour lun-
wudges and alllity 1w recite  from
memory neariy the entive eivil cods
nf Loulsini.

SHOWED EARLY ABILITY.

Morphy's chess practioe during hls
childhood was trainly: with his father
angd  hls uncte, Ermest Morphy, He
guve ovidence of o keen aptipde for
the gome nnd avas soon able to de-
tent them both, although his uncle
papecially wos 1 strong player.  Hls
naturyd cupielty for chess was shown
In his sceming divination .of the prop-
er moves in the openmgs before he
had ever studiel them. Ernest hlor-
phy wrote (o Kieseritzky In October,
184y, that his nephew, then a little
pver 17 years old, hoad never opengd
a chess treatise but that "in  Lhe
openings he plavys the coups Justes ns
it by inspleation” As o matter of
tuet, Morphy did mot at arny time
huve the beneflt of chess books in Lhe
wense of keeping & number of themn &t
hind for study and retergnce.  Whit
fow books he wmede use of he went
through gqulckly as possible, and af-
ter heving mostered the contents he
save them wway, James MeConnell,
the elder, of New Orieans, has o book
of the tournament of 1551 which Mor-
phy gave him vhen 15 years old. The
book bhad been issued but a  short
tirne when Movghy securcd ikis. copd.
He soon played over all the games
and then gave it to-hls friend, The
volume Js especinily interesting  oan
account o nymerous marginal notes
i Morphy's  own  handwriting by
which he expressed his oplnion of the
gomes and certiln moves, AR ig well

known, thiz beok  was  edited by
Stuunton, and oung dorphy, tike &
child of menlws. made o ceptious

comment o Staunton's chess play by
writlng on the tltle poge to make the
authorshlp read like thist “By H.
Stuunton, sq. author of the Fand-
boole of Chess, Chess-Flayer's com-
punlon, et {urd some devillsh bad
games),”

Poul Morphy “Irst showed the genlus
of a coming master in the three
games he played with Lowenthal, the
distngulshed Hungarizn player, In
May, 1850, when he was ‘not quite 13
yenrs old, Of these games he wol
\wo and drew the other. -His en-
counters, about this tlme; with Ep-
gene Rouaseau, a native of Trance
but then a reallent of New Orleans,
further showed a surpassing mastery
of chess for o boy fust entering  his
toens,  Rouagean’ vating as  a  chess
piayer may be.Judged by the games
he played with Kleseritzky on cven
terma, of whleh there wert more thin
100, the latter winning & bare major-
Ity» Monphy #nd Rousseal wlayed

over [ty gamvs durlng the vears)

1840 and 1860, and Morphy waon nine-
tenths of them.

Rezurding the mames with Lowen-
thal, It is o curious circumstanee that
five vears alcerr Morphy's death thers
appesred (n the Chess Reviaw of Ha-
vane an apochryphal zame whercin
Morphy accepred the odds of pawn
wnd move, the cluim belng made that
the game wns the third one of (he
serics player! with Lowenthal in 1830,
The pame had previously lbeen s=ub-
mitted (¢ no lugs o chess scholar than
Max  Lange who pronounced it genu-
ine, There were several Lhings, so it
was elaimed, that elothed this bogus
gume with verisimilltude, chicfly the
fact that of the three games ployed
the seores of only two were  pre-
served, [Fortunately, however, [Lor
Marphys  rveputation,.  Charles™ Al
Maurian, than whomn no gne is beller
nualified o pass an ovinlen on any-
thing pertaining  to  3Morphy, hus
proyved  that Merphy dld not gecept
udds on thar occasion. The ¢lajm,
noiwithstanding Max Lange’s sup-
port of it, hag been uiterly exploded,
IS FIRST TOURNAMENT PFLAT.

rom hils hirteenth e his twentieth
vear Alorphy was  devoeted  to his
gindies. but duwring  his  vocalions.
whieh ware spent or Lhe most part
at Mome in WRew Orleang, be played
chess with the strong amateurs of
the. city and with such players  of
loree” who  were  sojourning . there.
Henee, when the first Amerlean chass
congress convened in New York in
Qelober, 1557, his renown as o chiss
Maver hod preecdsd nlme and ke was
the eynosure of Lhe chess enthusiasis
Fe won the Argt prize in-this event,
and afrer the tournament he issued o
challenge to play a mateh with any
New York plaver and yield the odds
ot pawn and move. This was Be-
copted by C. FHL Stanley, whoe wWas one
of the foremost players of hig tlme,
having defented Rousseau in a mateh
by o seore of 10 to 8, The proposed
mach was for weven gamea up. but
Stanley resigned aller five games hod
been played, Moarphy winning  fouv
and Stanley on:  This challenge at
the sdds of pawn ond move was also
Teveled at Jamee Thompson, a player
of spme force, whe participnied inthe
main teurnfuneat of  the  CONETESS,
Morphy and Thempson had plaved as
many &% eight games  wgetkher, o1
pven Lerms, including the games in
the towrnament. end Morphy had won
erll of them, yel Thempson wes not
prepared Lo admit that the disparity
of nawn and move existed betwaen
them. As Thompson would not ac-
ecept the odds in casua!l play Morphy
sowmrht 1o tempt him with the odds
in . match, Referring to this mat-
ter in a letier home at the time Alor-
phy ochserves that “he setems (o fancy
that it Is benenth his dignity to ace
cepr odds of o player wha has won
every gamé confested with him. My
impression i@ thiut I can glve him Lthe

odds and make even games.” But
Thompson did not aceept the chai-
lenge.  Attention lg celied  to the

rhess vanity that prevented Thomp-
son from playving  Morphy and take
the odds of pewn and move, because
after Morphy's return fron Europe
sighteen months laver he deleated
‘Chompsen decisively at the odds of &
koight! Winning this match atsuch
odds epainst o player of Thompson's
wbility 18 regarded by some as Maor-
phy's grentest wchlevement,

Lefore leaving MNew York Morphy
amended hig chillenge to the New
York piayers o cmbrace any plaver
in Amerira, The effect of this was o
offer the odds of Ppown and move (0
Louls Ppoelsen of Iowmn, the second
prize winner of the congress—iu play-
¢r whe, like Morphy., made his frst
appearance before the chess world at
this c¢ongrass, and whe,

maost conspicusus pluyer there. No
regult cume of the ¢hallenge howaver.

BNGLISHAMAN WAS ATRAID,

Morphy went to Engiand in June,
1838, to play Stauntou, the represen-
tative of English chess, but failed to
meet him In o match owing o de-
fault by Staunten. They did meet,
however, In consuliation pluy, Mor-
phy's ally  being  Thomas Wilson
Barnes and Staunton's c¢onleve belng
Rev., J. Owen (“Alter” In chess civ-
cles)., Two games were played, and
Morphy and Darnes won both, BMor-
phy played a match with Lowenthal
and won by a score of nine games
to three, with two draws; alse R
match with Rev. J. Owen, at ofds
of pawn and moveswinning flve games
and losing none, with two draws. In
Frinee ha played three matches, win-
ning apainst Anderssen, 7 to 2, and
two draws: sgalnst Harrwilz 3 to 2,
and one drew; egalnst Mongredlen 7
to 0. While in Turopa Morphy gave
four scances In  blindfnld  piay, at
Birminghen, nat the London Chess
ctub, at the St. George's Chess ¢lub
(London). wnd at Paris. In cach con-
test hie played cight games, snd made
the unique recerd of Josing only onc
gome, although several were drawn,
gix by wgreement. His  performance
at Puris, vonsidering the strength of
hiy adversarley, 8 held by some crlt-
les to Le ihe crownlng aehlevemeut
in blndfold play., DMorphy never re-
garded this form of chess seriously;
he remarked one time that “it proves
nothing.” He held to the opinlon
that & player's strength was meas-
ured by his play epeinst a single ad-
versary acress the board.

After hiz sojourn in Paris. Morphy
returned to London and played many
informal” gemes with the strangest
Engiish players, notably with 8. 8.
Roden and Thomus Wilson -Barnas.
Morphy regarded - Mr, Boden as zhe
gtrongest Engllsh playcer,

‘HIE GREATHEST ACHIEVEMENT.

The concensus 0f opinlon gcems Lo
e that JJorphy's -chief ¢laim to pre-
emlnenee in ¢chess rests upon his vie-
tory over, Anderdsen, . winner of the

world's tournament “In. London in

with Mor-,
phy eliminated. would. heve baen thzx-

1§31, and admittedly the best ployer
in Rurope. Tnaddjtion 1o the mateh
games, Marphy and Anderssen played
aix informal games, of whigh the
Prussian moster seared only one. The
intormel and maleh pames. made &
total of seventeen games played by
1hese masters, of which Morphy won
twelve, Andersszen three, and two were
drawn, “Sueh a result was so over
whetlming a3 te cause consternation

in European chess clrcles, and the
chess weitere of the' time sought w0
spstain Lthe  shotkierrd prestige  of

thelr master by explaining that An-
derssen wax in poor heelth and outg
af prectige at the time. As 1o tha
rquestion of practige, Anderssen bime
sellf felt that he could ploy gfogd
enough to win the match, and g to
hig health, he was wrell gnough o
travel froin Breslau-to Parls in order
1o play. On the other hand, Morphy
had been il in hed for several weeks
vefore the mateh, was still conflned
e his Led when Anderssen arrvived,
and was unoable to. sic up for several
Jdays thereafter. His physiclan Onally
permitted him to play the matel in
the: hotel and thus avoid. the Iatiyue
incident to plaving in public at the
Cafe da Jo- Regence. :
EEGAN TO DISLIKE CHESS.
Tt was while in Paris, during Lhe
month ol December. 1858, that Mor-
phy's so-¢alled@ aversion to choss be-

wan 1o manifast itsell, nnd his teel-
ings in thls partieular” became  so
agpravated in ieter years as o

create the generad belief that he grew

lo positively dislike the game. This
ia n mistake. Hin experience in Ko-
ropean chess eireles was o revela-

tion 10 him, It should be remeni-
bered thar he was o boy, inspired by
the ardor, enthisiosm and high ideals
of youth:; and iloving chess as he
did, he was shocked and disgusied at
the sordid conventionatities ol chess
preclice that was In vogue. The
taint of nrofessionalism was repellant
to him, and when he saw how the
came was mate 2 business of his
disgusl led him to forswke the haunts
ol ehess. | Morphy's *ideas regarding
the meraldé of chess is not suggested
rar the purpese of making any in-
vidicus eomparisons. but aimply 0
estahlish the fact that it was not
chess that he grew to dizglilke, but
tle praciiec of it by those Who
wauld make a living by it As Mor-
phy was fated to be in a2 way an
invelurtary vietim nf his tame us a
chese player, his ideax in this re-
speer are Imporiant us explodnlng o
peesliar phase of his character.
DPIDN'T LIKE PROTESSIONALISM,
Alorphy rewurned o Americis in
May, 1801, wnd wis greeled with oll
the enthusiasm doe o conguering
nera. In the presence of a Vst ay-
gembly in the chapel of the Univer-
gity of Wew Tork he was nresented
with A testimonial in the shape of 4
magnificent, scr of gold  ond  dilver
eliess en, with board o match, the
mast eostly. perhaps, thal were ever
wrought. The [estivities of thig oc-
casion were unhappily marred by o
dramatic eplsode that showed Mar--
phy's pgrowing sensitivenass to Lhe
“profession of chess.” Colonel Charles
D. Mend, president of the American
Chesa associatlon, wong chalrman of
the regeption committer whigh greec-
ed. Morghy. and in his  address ot
welpome he made an atllusion to chesy
as g profession, end referred to Mor--
phy as itz anost brillianc  exponent,
SMorphy [00k exception to be2ing char-
acterized 45 @ professional player.
evun by implication, and he resented

iL in such 1 way as  to overwhehn
Colonel dead with contusiun.  Such
was his mortifeation  av thls  un-

tawnrd eyent that Colone! Mend wilh-
drew [rom farther  paeticipatisn v
the Morphy  demonstration. Tha
Trnion Chess ¢lub of New York pre-
sented Morphy with a superl ster-
ling sllver wreath as a twoken of vie-
tory over wll, Tn:Boston, alse, dor-
phy was given a banguetl, &t which
Longfellow, Holmes, Lowell, Agussiz
and many other eminent citlzens were
preseat to tender him their congratu-
lations.
MORPHY AS AN LEDITGD.

%0 orent an Inierest did Morphy's
achiovemrents create In chess In this
cotcntry that Roberi Bonno. the en-
terprising publisker of the New York
Ledger, started a chess column in his
peper, and sccured for iT AL ence
widesproad popularlty by engaging
Morphy a8 chess. editor™as o salary
of $2.000 o wear, pald in-  advance.
The veature of the (Loedger eclumn
was the publleation of about ffteen
of the gpames between e La Bour-
donnels and MacDonnell, annotated
by Merphy. Morphy intended to pub-
lish all the games betwesn these Lwo
mosters, as be considerdd them ihe
flnest spesimens of chess on record.

Yhortly after venching New Or-
ieans Morphy issuced a (inal challenge,
offering to give the odds of pawn
and move to any player ln the world.
and reeciving no response theraio he
declared his career as a chass pleyer
finally and deflnltely closed, a deg-
iarvation ‘to which ©e held wlth un-
proken resolution during the whole
of the remainder of his life.

Morphy made arrangements to Pragy
rice low soon after his rerurn to his
nptive clty, but his {ame as a chess
pleyer was sp overshacewlng that It
seamed people were disinclined to re-
pard hlin seriously In any- other ca-
pacity. s fellow citizens looked
upon lim aimply &3 & marveious
chess pinyer and pothing more, and
tiig 5o irritated hlm that he began
{e have an sverston to playlng the
zume even privately, In fact. he be-
came so morbid on the effect of chess
on hisz career as & lawyer that, In
splte of all the efforts of his friends
and relatives. he gave up the work
of chess edltor of the Ledger, wand
the contract for which he had been
engaged was completed by WL J. A
Tutler.  Morphy wias associated with

D). TMake !n the puoblication of
the American Cheas  Monthly. and
glthoagh bis mame was- carrled nn
the publicallon as one of its editors
during the flve yearg of Its exislence
71857-1861), it iz known Lhat he did
very little of Lthe worlk, :

UNHAFPPY LOVE ATFTAIR.

An Inzident may here be retated
s showlug hew Morphy was after
erueified o the aross of his famc.
o becami chamored of a4 wealthy
and hendsome young ludy- In New
Orleans and informed g muteal frlend
of the Tact, who broached the sub-

ject t¢ the lady, but she scorned the,

iden of marrying a  “mere chess
player.” Small svonder that he be-
came morbid and abjured the prac-
tize of chess, ..

Puring lho year 1861 Morphy vis-

lted Richmond, Y. seeking to obtain

an -appointment in the dipjomatic ser-
vice of the -southern confederacy, hut
he . did- not succeed . amd. returned io
New Orleans. He was there -when the
colty was capturad by -the federal
forces.- In October. 1862, he went to

4 Havana. in“a fpanish aan-of-war, thi
EBlasco de Goray,-and -after. remalning.-

‘there & few weeks he sailed for ‘Ca-
dlz.- From thére he went to Paris

by.rall, where e remained until the,

spring ©C 1865, "when "he returned. Lo

New Orleans. “Tn 1867 he -aglin. wept pNew.

to Paris and remained about eighteen
mantis, . : - i

During the ten yeard following his
raturn from Tuvope in &6 Marphy s
prectice of chess was limited 10 cas-
ual. games with intimate friends. chief-
1y with Cheries 4. dMuorlan ol New
Ovleans and Avnound .de Riviere of
Paris, Tt 1a thought.ihe total number
of games played during these ten
vears would mot exceed 7h  The com.
pleteness of hig nbandonment af the
rame mayv be inferred from che fret’
that although the. great imternptlongl
chess tournament of 180T was going
oh ip Paris durlng hls third vleit to
thal eity ha never once visited the
seene of fts exclting  and  splendid
contegte.  Morphy Dblayed , absclutely
nsgﬁgchess with anybody aflter the year
1869, X

WAS SADLY AFPLICTED.

_The mertal derangenent whieh over-
whelmod Merphy's brilllanc mind and
clouded his iater lfe.is  n  curlouns
chapter in his ecareer, 4nd has. glven
Tize to no litkle wonder among ¢h23s
players 06 Lo Lhe causes and eondl-

yons of Ris manid, Withour going
inte the detalls of his mental trou-

bles! two conclusions stand ont very
vlearly, namely, thiot chess in no way
contributed do i, ahd chat the ro-
verses he experienced in his materinl

affafrs dlé. The latter conclusinn s
bworne out by the faet that his
manfa teok the Torm’ of o delu-

sion .that hls brother-in-lew, Sybrant
by name, administrator of his falh-
arte parate, had delrauded him af his
lepacy. 20 Intensely - did this delu-
vion daminate him that his psrverted
mind conjured up machinations .on
the part ol Svbrant to palson him in
order Lo gquiet his propored action st
law to recnver. Morphy wus poerpz2lu-
ally In fear of BDeing polsoned. and
ag a precoution would car nothing &x-
copt at the nands of his mother oT
his unmarried sister, Helene. This
Jiroposed action aghinst his hrother-in-
law absarbed. Morphy's attention for
many yeals: being & lawyer himself
Te busied himsall with the detalls of
his snit, and was mush about ; the
law courts in consequence. It should
be stated, however, that” My, Sylbrant
disrcharged the obligalions of the trust
enitirely to the satlsfzetion of  the
gourt. whieh Is o matter of reccrd.

It [s qdifficult tu #ix the time whens
Morphy's mind was noticeably unbai-
anced. When the second Amerlean
chess congress was held in Cleveland
in 1871 strenucus efforts were mnde
to secure Morphy's attendanee, . but
he persistently declined all inviiations
thiat wore urped upon Bim Bumors®
of his malady were abroad  then:
some peeple whe were In ow pasillon
to xmaw aver that his manig was
perceptible even Dbefore  that  dutd
Morphy. was never legally declared in-
wine! he was so harmless and reti-
cant, ond lived in such qulet vetive-
mans- at his homea, that there wos no
needd of putting him under any -To-
sirabnt.  1n June, 1382 his fumily Jdid
endeavoer to pluce him in o sanitan-
jum in the hope that. he would he
benefited. The institution was called
the Louisinna Retreat, located neat
ey Orvlgans, and under the patron-
age of the Catholic church, Those in
the purty that accempanied Morphy
.wers his mother, his brother Edward,
and hla intimate friend, & A, Maur-
jan. When rhey reached the asylum
Marphy protested: against his deten-
tian with such evident sanlty, and
discussed his eivilt rlzhis with  suen
o lesrned knawledge of the taw, that
The Risters in churge were afraud 1o
aesunie the responsidlity, and ke wos
taken back home.

During all ihege vears ol misfor-
tene Morphy  still laved chess, and,
kepr cun of the current news aof The
game down 1o his death. Bub he wus
annoyed, and at times even enraged,
at the menitan of It. This may seem
palher coniradictory, but it should be
rememberad that his experlences and
environmenis were peculiar. Tt may
he waorth while .o relate an eplsode
that discloses WMorphy's feelings  re-
garding chess betier than gaything
clse. Tnder the pretense of assisting
Rhim with his suiy a2rpainst his hroth-
er-in-lew, a lawyer of New Orleans
examired the papers In the cgse zand
save his opinlon in Morphy's Tavor.
e gained confidence to such, an e¢x-
1ent 1hat Morphy ate o piece of rock
nandy fram a package in the lowrer's
hand, {lrst sesing that ihe lawyer
himsell had eaten i pieee. The law-
ver then suggesied that he would
like, at some convenient time, o piay
n game ol chess with him., Morphy
seemod alarmed; made sure thar no
one was in hearing, and then replied:
"I dearly love chess; but mnob now,
not now—when we win the case.”

NEVER LOST HIS POWER.

When Steinilz was in New Orleans
in 18%3 he persistenily tried o see
Morphy, and Morphy ms persistently
avolded him, After four failures o
effact an interview hetoean these twa
celebrated cless players, friends of
Morphy finally secured his promise
meet Stelnltz on condition ihat chess
would not even be alluded to, This
condition wag adhered (o, and the In-
terview lasted nbout ten minules, DUL
was mutually embarrassing on o ac-
count of the forbidden sublect. Whon
Morphy was first approached by '2
Triend
the remark was made that “Steiniiz
5 in the city,” fo see what eleet it
would have on Morphy, Fe repifed:
“T know it,” and after o pause he
continued. “His gambit ja not good.”
There iu o world of meaning in these
words to one who is Tamillar with all
.the particulara to which the . words
may apply. Morphy' was then asked
If he kept o hoard and men at hand
to play. over games, and he adngltted
he ‘did. but ne could not be induced
to tallt further on the subdblect o
chess. : ) .

Tt iz sald by those. most quallfied
to speak that Morphy's mental de-
rangement did not impair hig chess
powers {n the least: that at any time
during his later wears he-could have
played with nl hls pristine brilliancy
and accuracy-

" When Dir. Zukeriort was in New
Orleins In 1842 he met Morphy on
Cunal sireel. ard hapded him- his
card. Morpky put the ecard In his
nocket wlthout Togking at 1z, and then
grected -the doetor by name, speakinz
{n Franch. Zukertort was &maszed,
end oxclaimed: “Why, how is it you
gnow rmy name without leoking at
my card? And how gid you lkoow I
speake Froneh?®' Morphy satlsfied his
curlosity by remasking: "I mel you
'ln.Pgris ‘in 1867, and you spoke French
then.”” . - RIEEE .
" Pawl, Morphy diod .guddenly 4t his
home in -New/ Orieens July 10. 1852~
Fe had indulged. in’ & long walk doi-
Mg the¢ heat of- 1l day, and on:hig
return home want 'to the. bath -T0om
to-bathe, It is supposed,the shool of
the.cold water-on:his overhzated tody

he -was found 'dead in the- bath zub
shortiy: afterwered. .- :
sold at ‘auction. . The. sllver service,
consisting, of a pitcher,” four soblets
and .a salver, helng the frst prizz
won..&at. Lthe  chess ‘CONETess, wag

‘bought “Lor 5400 by. JLn;  Samory: of
Orlga:l_:s; the: set ?i:gmﬂ‘-a.r_ld sli-

in repard to mecting Steinilz, [

caused congestion' of “the: brain,. for’

CAfter-hls. death. is: trophied. were [

ver chessmen was laken by Waller
Denegre, acting for . the Manhattan
"(Therag club of New York, price $1.550:
and the milver wreath sold for 3230,
also bought by Mr, Samary,

An engaging pastime of chesy writ-
ers and erities of late. years has:been
ihat of eomparing the latter-doy mes-

1ers with Morphy, but so  far’ the|

madae Aattering comparisona have nev-

or excecded that of equallty with the,

immaortal Morphy, None have ¢laim-
ed - that he has heen surpassed by
Nis successors. It is safe io venfure
the opinlon, however, that o great
majority of chess playvers aword, Mor-
phy the palm. of superlorily over ploy-
vrs of all tlmes, Certainly, taking intc
conaideration the faet that he was
in no semse a chess student, thdt he
rexardad the game s50@1y as & pas-
time and himself as an ampteur; not
Iorgatung his extreme youth when he
aehleved hin wond erfol victorles, nor
the fact tha: his ohess caregr cover-
ed & petlod of less thun (WO Years-—
remembering all these Cactg in nddi-
1lon te his sublime chess play  end
then comparing him with the season-
ad veterans of the chaeckered fleld,
who have devoted years to the anal-
ysis and practice of the game, jt
wonld seem not bevond the bounds
of moderation. and reason to regard
Paul Morphy as the greatest chess
plaver that ever lived,
C. A, BUCK.

Belaw we give the game won by
Claude H. Coyle .of Fumbolde, Iowa,
from  Frank Beckley of Montezuma,
Towa. Covle Is a lad 17 yeans of age
an has the making of a fine chess
player. e is playing in section 2
of the second Iowa correspondence
tourramen: and wll emerge from. ihe
preliminary -round with nearly, If
nagt a cleun sweep. In sending in the
game he enclosed & few rotes whieh,
while brief, ave 5o conelse and to the
paint that we could not refrain fiom

usingr them,
EVANS /GAMBIT.

White, Black.
Frank Eachley. Cloude F1. Covie.
1 P—K 4. P—F A
DHt—K B L. Kt—-Q-B i
I B=—B 4, ' S—B8 4,
4 P—0Q Kt 4. BxP,
5P—B &L BT 1!
i P—Q 4. PxP.
T Custles, P—Q 3.

PxT. B—KL I
9 Kt—13 . Het—=R 4,
16 B3—KE Kt b Ki—K
11.BxKt (4} QXB.
12 Kt—Q & Q—Q 1.
13 B—Q 5 DK &
14 Kt—K' B 4, Castles.
MY B=K L Q=@ 2
16 Kt—Xt 5 BxQ P
17T P—E & (bl B—X L ¢
18 P—K 6. PxP,
13 BRx2P, BxQ I .
2 Q—R b {e). BxB.
2 Wi—k Kt G P—K T 3 N
2 Kt—T 4 ch (Q). QxKX
23 Rx@ PxIcr.
2 QxT B—i3 .
45 Q—G 5 oh. K—& 1,
26 R—I< 4. B—-R
20X B—-Q 5. =
B R-IK B B—IK 5
2 RN—IX 3 rh, H=Kt i.
30 Resigos. i

NOTES,

(1) Wraite selected 11, BxElL, eic,
believing it would give him 4 better
game than the usugl continuostlen,
although it did not seem to give the
attack thal the Evans' should.

(b) Threatening mate.

(¢} Trsualiy an atrack on & castled
king of tarez or four pleces Isenough
lg win, but this seems an exception,

(d}, Winning the queen urder pen-
alty of mate In four moves., The plnyr
aventually leaves black with a rook
.and twa bishaps agalnst a1 queen.
which wing.

(¢} Rlack threatens RxF and there
seems ne satislaciory reply. .
CHESS NOTIEA.

On last Saturday evening at the
X, M. C. A, roems o chess and
ehecker eluly was organizecd with the
following oflicers: Prestdent! ChAas.
H. Hawmer; secretary-tressurer, Har-
ry A, Weyand., A commitiee com-
posed of. Messrs., Weyand, Donaldson
and Flsher was appuinted toc prepure
plang for the coming . sedson, One
of the iirsr will probably be a tour
nament o Ascerthin the strength of
the wvarlous players so they can be
placed In closses.  After that it is
axpected thatr there will be g, handi-
cap tournament. All membera of che
sssoclation are eliglble to  member-
ahip and it is Loped that all lovers

or these twa  games will join.

TLLINDIS CENTRAL R, B.—0F IX.
TEREST 10 STOCHKHOLDERI—

FREE TRAKSPORTATION 7O
ATTEND THE SPECIAL

MEETING AT CHICAGO.

Winols Contral  Railroad Company.
T Notice 1o Stockholders:
- Public notice i5 heréby given thala
speeial meeling of tha stackholders
¢! the lllingis Central Raillread com-
pany will be held at the compeny's
otlice in Chleago, Illinois, on Sntur-
day, January 26, 1901, at 11 o'cleck In
the feremnon. .

To permit nersonal attendance at
(thig meeting there will be Issued, to
each holder of one or more shares of
the eapltal stoek of the Illinois Cen-
tral Railroad -company, as-registered
on the books of the company, atick-
et enabling him, or her, 10 travel{res
over the company's lines from the sta.-
tlon an the Illinoix Ceniral rollroad
nearest to his or her reglstered ad-
dress to Chieago and return, such
tickey to be gond Cfor the journey to
Chicego only during the four days
immediately proceding, and the doy
of the meeting, and for the return
Journey from Chicago only an the doay
of the mecting, and the four days
immedintely following, when properly
countursignéd  and  stumped  during
Lusingss hours—thut 1s to say, be-
tween 9 % m. and § p, nL—in the of-
fice of thue asslstant secretary, Mr W,
G. Bruen, in: Chleago, Such tieket
may be obtained by any registered
nolder of stock  In . appllcation, - in
writing, to the president of 'the coms
pany in .Chicago, Each - applicant
mugt state the full name- and address
.of, the "stockholder examly ag- given
in his or her aertifigais of stock, Lo-
gether with .the number and date of

such. certifleate:. -No more than one-

person will be carried free in respéct
to any ong” holding of stock as regis-

tered ‘on the: beoks of the company, -

For the. purpoges ol - this meeting
the stock transfer books will' be closed
-ar 4-o'cloe p. m.o on ‘Thursday, De-

cember 20, 1900, and ramain clused un-
-tll tke morming . of  Monday, Juinuary
701801 - A G. HACESTAFF, ’

L Dieo.o v o Begretary.

T

i such I8 the. conditlon ‘of affalma  the

BANKRUPTCY
-, COURT BUSY

SOMETHING OF THE BUSINESS
DONE UNDER THAT LAW.

Local Attornoy Comments dn Some
Interesting Ihases of the Much-Con-
demned Measure— Deputy Clerk

Stanrt’s Booke Show Numorcus
Dobtor’s Dlahhurke'd-

Ohe of the most opaque laws of the
minhy stern rules set down by our
povernwment Iz the bankruptey
which went into effect in July, 1803,
and was.an attermpt by the leglsla-
tors 10 eause o just rule for the en-
tire natlon and make the law uni-
form in every state in the union, It
is aj] contained in a amall paper
pamphlet of but twenty-three pages,
and yet there aré few attornays who
f.re able 1o fathom all of its mean-
ng.. )

Bankruptey proceedings Involve
great amount of lehor and no cne
receivey any pecunlary beneflt except
the bankrupt, Qne cannot say this
iaw was created thoat  the officlals
might line thelr pockets with gold,
as the fees are fixed by Uncle Sam
&nd prove very poor pay for  the
arnount of 1abor that mmust be per-
formied. There Is alse what seems Lo
be an endless chaln of red taps,
When one progeeds to make & peti-
tion. for 4 discharge ' in the bank-
ruptey court he has his atterney fill
out the necessary bldnks In  svhich
he states the amount of his liabilltics
a2nd asselts. These are Hent to the
deputy clerk in thelr division? where
they are recorded and referred to the
referpe in the county where the
bankrupt resides, Notlee Is glven o
the credifors for twe differenc meel-
ings which are held and all proceed-
ings reported to the judee of the dAl-
vigipn who gives o degislan and re-
turns the -ecords to the deputy clerk,
who flles them away for future refl-
erence, There are two disrrigts  in
Towa, the morthern and southern. Wz
belong to the northern dlstriet, which
je divided Into four division:. These
are made Up of about the same ler-
ritory na the judicial dgwicts. This
diztrier hes four courts. They arc at
Dubunue, Sloux City, Fort Dodge and
Cedar Rapids, Judge O, P. BShirag
oresiding over all of them with™ a
deputy clerk at each place. The work
of the referes js to fllyout o go0d
sizad book with writlng, ~hold twe
meetings of creditors and a  greac

J gen) of other work, and all ke s al-

lowed for compensation s 3§10,

mhe Cadar Rapids deputy elerk of
court is J. O, Stewarl, and in his of-
flee are heaps of schedules of the
dabts of bankrupts who have heen
finally diseharged and these hun-
dreds of books wll be stored away In
aome dark corner for centuries to
came, I 1809, the yeor the law went
fute effect, from July to January
there were Lwenty-flve pedtiona  dor
discharge in this distrlet, which s
composéd o©f the countles of Linn,
Johnson! Jowa, Cedar, Bantoa, Tama,
Junes, Hardln, Grundy and Clingon,
Tu 1344 rhere werc 108 petltions, and
rhis vear chere were #1, showing a
decrease from last year. Of all the
petitions of Linn county people this
vear only eight of the rTecords have
Daen returned to the deputy clerk for
record of final discharge. The total
amount of labilities plven in by these
eight banlrupts is $44,789.08, and the
asgets amount o nothing, Generally
the personal property is listed on the
asset schedule but this s exempt
Thla shiows that the insolvency of
Lhe overame bankrupt s $5598.62 and
the netual cost .of going through the
bankruptey praceedings and obtaining
a fnal discharge amounts to less thon
$160. The greatest amount of liabili-
ties glver Jn by one parson was 27,
778,08 while the lowest wos 3$658.00. It
{s of interest ro mote the number of
ceses filed by people from Linn and
otker cauntics in the distrief,

SOME STATISTICE,

Following ts a schedule showing the
number of cases flled esach month by
parges reaiding in the varlous coun-
tles in thls dictrict and -the total
nurmber flled durinyy Lthe year in each
and all countias:

TORK QOF BANKPUPTCY LAW IN
TEN COUNTIES THIS YEAR.

W 2 2| |82
5|3z A R
— o= a =
53;':,;»2[3953?33
I~ EEl=zlz|=laie (B 2a
Sle gl g lnis = lnio miqE
Linn .76 2] 21 J|J| & 11 1] 0] 3f 4[20
Johms'n | 0| 9 & 1] of 4} 1) of oy 07 of 210
Towa ...f 01 2120306 01 0003 ) o) At
Cedar .. o) 0! ol @ of of 0| 1 0| 60| 0] 1
Benton .| 8 2 1] 2{ of a} 0 o| 0] o] o] 9] &
Tama .. 132 o3 10 el o0 gf 1o
Jones .12 1) 2 4| of of 0 0f 8| 13 2f ol12
Hordin 30 1) 200l 210 0] 3] 0t 5] 2} 411
Grandy | ¢ 110/ of 2f 0 1/ oy 0] ol 0 =
Clinton .02'\11020?0 2;1-‘00105
Total . 12088170 9] 6 7) 2| 5 34| 5 slo

SOME PHASIES OF THE LAW,

There are two phases to the bank-
ruptcy law, the voluntary and the
involuntary, and the consensus ot
apinion among those who are - well
informed as o the merlts of this
rule now belng enacted over our en-
iire nation is that the Iiovoluntary
part s all right ané ihe voluntary
part all wreng. This fact is real-
tzed by all whn have made a' stody
ot the yystem and. it i3 possible, »cs
probable that a radical change will
he made in the law in the near fu-
turc . In an interview with a Ga-
zoette reparter J. 0. Stewart, deputy
clark to the Unlted States courts)
sald: "I belleve the mex:t session of
congress will efther repenl or amend
the hankruptey lasw so that {1 will
e more stringent.”

“The meaning of the law 1Is all
right but it ls taken advantdge of by
many .-unprinelpled partles .merel
eseepe paying  thelr ‘honest debt
sald a leading attorney. ‘A merchant
whes rung his bhusiness on an exten-

sive - plan -is at -a. general rule-held”

strongly in irust with' the houses of
which he buys. A great denl ¢f coo-
fidence ‘and-.reliance s vested in him
by- his creditors and -lt is to théln in-
‘terest Lhat his business flourish and
te thele - dstelment if he  hag"..poar
mapageraent, becomes deeply. insoly-

ont rand tengled in his finanaia] -2f-

‘fafra. - This'is citen the caze wWhere
mercharts -through lack of ‘judgment
or poor -business transactions .plainly
demonetrate that they arc leble to
sink ell they have and all their ered-
ftors have in  thelr business.  The
banKruptey. law, provides that when

15,7

a

) dsurpaseed.,

.creditors can -force thelr debtor! inte_
the court and have an aqualipettle-
ment- for thelr accounts per ratlo
This iz the involuntary act and it.
considered by lawyers and-judges ax
5 whole just.and equitable. i .- °7
“Now comes that pertlon, which- I3
so generally abused, the sectionvol
which %0 many take advantage.to:
ware off the host or honest:creditors:.
who are itrampeling on their. Heels,.a
{ clonk which covers the dighQregty . of
o vast multitnde, a shield that pro--
teets - the worthy faw. - A nan moy
plle up any ameunt of debts, if his.
credit ls good, spend all hls monhey
in rlotious lving or otherwse,” enjoy .
all the-luxuries of life¢ for which * he
ean get trusted) become Indebted “to
the greatest extent gnd - then’ go.
through the court of bankruptey,have. -
hig debt wiped gut and all it will cost
him I8 a paitry sum. o
“It lg disgusting- to- & honordhble”
man to read the Ifst of, debts which:
some of thede adjpdged  bankropls
nave turtbed o, o Iong st footing unp.
to o conslderadle arconnt and. the to-
12l amount of their masets is- usually -
nothing, Among the. ltems whl'cl-_;;mn,v
pe found In gome of the " ists 'dre:--
Mrs. A-———— board - $2.50,  Mesurs:.
B——— merchandise 95¢, Mra. Ky
washing $1.25, ete.,, and 1n gsome of the
potitions there will be a long 'string -
of these same debts, Insignificant-in
themselyes but of grest importance to
the poor, hard werking women to
whom they are justly due,women who
depend on the honesty of tha fallone -
belngs whom they fecd for her sup- |
port. There are ax number of . .dadea -
which have come before refetrees in
this district where men, who travel
considerable have coptracted. numer- '
ous perty bills wilth wormnen who run -’
bhearding hovses In 1he variows towns
where they. stop, have  gone  inte .
court "and hed all these small obl-.
gatlons wiped out by the voluntary,
act of the hankruptey law, . | 0"
*'ther why Is not that portion
repealed? is a question asked by
many. It has ila good features’ as
well as 15 bad. To demonstrate this
ifact one need but take an example
which oscurrad within our own. midst
A merchant’ falled in business.  bur
managed to make 2 settletnant and-’.
cantinued to run his place of huginess
undar hls son's name, Agaln the firm
necame deeply Jnsolvent, falled and -
left some $5,00 in debty on the son's
shoulders, debts which were not his

—

own. It was ner . justiee that ‘he. [ -
should he reguired to pay the obll- %
gatlons of cothers and he went

throuph bankruptey. In this case the
voluntary part of this atronge law
performed a noble Juty and removed
he neavy cloud that would otherwlse
have hung over the young man_ dur-
ing 4 great portlon of his Iife” '

OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS..

It i3 this type of men whom thi -
Jaw meant to protect. To show the -
other glde of human nature a local
artorney tells of a man in this vicin-
ity who went o o Derson whem he
had always considered as o frlend
and sald, “Here, I am In a hard
place. My shoulders are burdened
with d@abts whleh I never can, pay
and I have come to the conelusion
that if I couwld get rld of my debis
I could stapt life anew and do beét-
ter, There Is but one saivotion, the
pankruptey courr, but I am 1inan-
clally emparrassed and thought . you
might* be kind enough to lend me
150 to pay for the proceedings.” The .
frland took pivy on his old.pal amd
made the Ipan. When the bankrapt
entered his Ifabillties he included the
$50 loansd him by this frend, whe
had o worry for his money ond -
finally . was ziven for his shara among |
the host of credltors the Inslgnificant
sum of 30 cents, . :

Ancther case which will bring up o .
new questlon,will socon be decided. It

is 0 opetition filed but & fow
weeks age LY a2 man  named
Campbell, whe has for labilities
2. judgment given agalnst him

amounting to $5,000. 10 a woman ot
a breachr of promise to marry. "Here
the state law concernlng breach  of
promise nnd. the Unlted States bank-
ruptey lww . clash. It i3 ortlelpated:
that soma -sensutionnl  developmeniz
will come gut-of the lirst meetlng of . -
tha ereditors to be held in this efty -,
January Lo
“What will b2 the ultfmote effect of
the now existing bankrupicy law O
commerse?” i 4 questlon which when.
propounded to the loeai atrornews -
alinlts & variety of responses. There
are mope, however, who belleve that ™
it will over Induce o wholly  cash
business &% it has been demonstrated
to the satisfaction of busipess “men
that the credit system js o great pro-
motar of commercinl  transactions!
wThe eradit system,” sald ane, “hay
been a great detriment In some vways
to trada but only because of the lack
of dllizence on the part of wholesale
and reteil dealers, The present exiat.
ing law may be the means $f eres
ating thit happy medium Ior which
cammercia! men have longed for many
vears. It will certalnly force the
merchant, hoth wholesale and retail, |
to be more portieular about looking -
into a man’s credit than - hictherto. In
is~certain. thai few of these who have
taken odvontage of this law unfalir-
Iv wlll be able to avold paying o
host of honest debts ‘a second “tlme. -
Tnatead of killing the credit aystem ax
many have supposéd It was intended
te do it will only ‘make that manner
of tranuctlen A parer business meth-
od and uause that gonditlon of aftalirs
which will. be. neithner strictly. ¢ash
nor wholly credit husinegs. Commer-
ciallsm will not run to exivemes im
either directlon but.enforge a care ot
the parc of zll which wll be highiy
beneflcial to the commerelal woarld.at
large.” .

2

EAMMOND, LOUISIANAAN IDEAL
HEALTIH AND WINTER RE-
ORT. Lo
The passenger department of - the
Hlinois Central Railroad compeny has™ - .
just fssued a new editlon of “Home-r -
mond, .Loulslana, as a Winter . Re~ |
gort.”” a beautiful iNMusirated folder
showing & few of the winter attrac-
tions tn and about Hammond, coples
of which will e malled -free on up-
nlication to thc undersigned. '
For. these in good or moderate 'clr--
cumgrancay, no poizt-Jn the south of-
fera such Inducement®. The cllmate is
The arteslan water ex--
cellent. Soclety almost entirely nefth-
ern, &nd the hotel and boarding house.
accommodations far superlor to any
“town of its size in the north;-and at®

moderate rgtey. C -
‘ -« - I.. . MERRY, - .

Agsdt; Gen. Paes, Agt., I, Cent, BRI -

““.Dpkuague, Jowa, :

EXCURSION EATES 76 CEDAR .
: RAFID

» For the annual exkibition, ‘Wastern
.Poultry Fanpclers' asgociation. at.-Ce~
dar Rapids, Tan. J+-13, excursion tick-
cts at very favorable rates will' bo-
gold wia the B, C. R & N. Ry, L

Full ‘information may- be obtalped:
upor: application to agents  of :the
“Cedar Rapids Route” within - 100-
miles of Cedar .Raplds, ~ ¥ . A ;

,



