
The Chess Wheel Revisited 

There has been little attention given to the invention of a "Chess Wheel" intended for use as a "tutorial device for teaching 
opening moves in the game of chess" first fully developed for the English Opening. Published with "patent pending" in 
1973, US Patent, US3848345A, was granted to "Ter-Gevorkian, deceased" on Nov. 19, 1974. 

https://patents.google.com/patent/US3848345A 
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Chess Notes item 12111 at chesshistory.com.
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A brief description of the The Chess Wheel from a book catalogue prepared by Dale Brandreth is cited in C.N. 472 in 
"Chess Jottings." The description shows perhaps more wit by the author than understanding. In the 40 years since this 
citation, no correspondents have provided additional information. Recently, a copy of The Chess Wheel was recovered by 
one of the inventor's former students that provides a better understanding of the nature of the device. 
 
A 2019 article, "An unknown side to Salo Landau", by Bob van de Velde for the Chess History & Literature Society website 
references The Chess Wheel after giving details of Landau's "Chess Key" designed in the 1930s. 
 

Several years ago, Reuben Fine and Salo Landau’s Schaaksleutel (= Chess Key) was presented in the 
Nieuwsbrief (Newsletter) of the Max Euwe Centre (no. 76, April 2011) as an exceptional object ‘from bygone 
days’. It is a kind of disc made of thin cardboard, the size of an LP. When this disc is turned inside a frame, which 
is also made of cardboard, it shows a multitude of chess opening variations, 116 in number. As far as I know, this 
was the first time that someone attempted to present chess opening theory in such an easy-to-use, systematic 
way. 

 
The author in showing the only similar device known describes The Chess Wheel accurately and suggests that its design 
might have been derived from Landau's. The question was left open of why nothing else had been heard of the inventor 
nor additional openings published. 
 

Considering the boom in the communication technology of the past half-century, it is no wonder that such 
creativity, with the use of cardboard, did not cause any great stir later… I have found only one example where this 
idea was imitated, and this comprises thus its entire ‘Nachleben’ [legacy] at this stage. In 1973, at least according 
to the copyright indication, The Chess Wheel; Chess openings finder, ‘compiled and designed by V. Armen a.k.a. 
Vrej ter-Gevorkian’, appeared on the market. This edition included recommendations by Paul Schmidt, to whom a 
biography was recently devoted, but unfortunately this book does not shed any light on Schmidt’s relation to the 
author of The Chess Wheel. V. Armen, of Armenian descent, worked in the United States as a linguist and a 
chess teacher since 1966. In his Chess Wheel, he presents the theory of the English Opening, of course still in 
descriptive notation. This wheel also has the size of a longplay record, and it works in a similar way as Landau’s 
keys. Other Chess Wheels are not known; probably, despite recommendations by renowned chess players, no 
new wheel was ever made. I have never heard anything more from Armen himself either and there is no mention 
of him in Jeremy Gaige’s Chess Personalia (1987). The additional documentation doesn’t mention where V. 
Armen, a.k.a. Vrej ter-Gevorkian, got his wheel idea from. Could it, perhaps thanks to Reuben Fine, have been 
Salo Landau’s chess key? 

 
https://www.kwabc.org/en/newsitem/an-unknown-side-to-salo-landau.html 
 
The recovered wheel is dedicated to a student at Moravian Academy in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania where Ter-Gevorkian 
taught French and organized a Chess Club. 
 

To Prof. Calhoun, 
Avec mes meilleurs souhaits — [With my best wishes] 
23 Oct. 73 V. Armen 
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Transient, 1974 Moravian Academy yearbook, p. 53. 
 
 
The outer envelope of The Chess Wheel includes significant endorsements from the chess community. 
 

"I am quite familiar with the "wheel-finder" concept as used in other fields of endeavor and am chagrined not to 
have thought myself of applying it to the study of chess openings. In my opinion, The Chess Wheel should 
become a popular—indeed invaluable—reference and study guide." 

E. B. Edmondson, Executive Director, USCF 
 
"The Chess Wheel designed by V. Armen is a handy and novel approach to place the opening theory at the 
finger-tips of the user without the need of thumbing through a textbook. Just turn the wheel to the reference 
number indicated, and the desired information appears in the window." 

Dr. Paul F. Schmidt, International Master, U.S.A. 
 
"I have seen many different methods for studying chess openings, but none of them is so attractive and 
interesting as The Chess Wheel. It is fast, easy and enjoyable to work with." 

Bruno Parma, Grandmaster, Yugoslavia 
 

"The Chess Wheel is a compact, fast and reliable addition to any chess player's library. I think it is the most 
valuable development in the study of chess openings since Ruy Lopez." 

Peter Biyiasas, International Master, Canadian Champion 
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Ter-Gevorkian died in 1974 and the wheel was not 
developed further. An article of the same year, "Broken 
Wheel?", by Edwin Albaugh in the Washington 
Star-News, provides biographical details and also 
suggests that "Unless an openings authority willing to 
carry on the work materializes, his chess legacy will be 
limited to the prototype of a useful and potentially 
lucrative idea." 
 
Partially answering the question of where the idea for 
The Chess Wheel originated, the description on the 
outer envelope relates that "for years the wheel-finder 
has been widely used in business, education and 
science. Now, for the first time it is applied to the study 
of chess."  Albaugh adds that the inventor, "said he got 
the idea while trying to answer a postal game move 
and simultaneously study verb endings in French on a 
wheel-finder." This suggests that he was unaware of 
Landau’s Chess Key. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Washington Star-News, Washington, D.C., April 7, 1974. 
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The Chess Wheel was promoted with personal appearances and a flyer found with the wheel. 
 

 
The Morning Call, Allentown, Pennsylvania • Sat, Oct 6, 1973 p. 12 
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Paul Calhoun, West Hartford (CT, USA) 
14 February 2025. 
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