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The Chess Wheel Revisited
There has been little attention given to the invention of a "Chess Wheel" intended for use as a "tutorial device for teaching

opening moves in the game of chess" first fully developed for the English Opening. Published with "patent pending" in
1973, US Patent, US3848345A, was granted to "Ter-Gevorkian, deceased" on Nov. 19, 1974.

https://patents.google.com/patent/US3848345A

»
United States Patent 9 a1 3,848,345
Ter-Gevorkian, deceased ' [45] Nov. 19, 1974
[54] CHESS WHEEL 2,834,123 5/1958  Knight ocooovvoeerrnrrrenennnn. 35074 X
(76] Inventor: Vrej Ter-Gevorkian, deceased, late 070003 111963 Weedtad.-.....-........ 33774 X
of 4313 Green Pond Rd., 3,071,322 11963 HArMS coovecccnressccncersssssroe, 35/74
Bethlehem, Pa. 18017 Aram 3,114,212 12/1963  CisiNececrieesesssosnneesneerennnn 3574
Sarhadian, administrator 3,249,085  S/1966 St Jean ... 35174 X
[22] Filed: May 29, 1973 Primary Examiner—Wm. H. Grieb

[21] Appl. No.: 364,879 Attorney, Agent, or Firm—George A. Heitczman

[52] UsS. Cluvvoeeooiessssecesissesssseessssssssssssseens 3sgr 7] ABSTRACT _
10 [ T GO09b 19/22 A tutorial device for teaching opening moves in the
[58] Field of Search...........ccco..c...... 35/8 R, 9 R, 74  game of chess. The device comprises at least two flat
members, each of which contains portions of an open-
[56] References Cited ing move sequence. The members are rotatably joined
UNITED STATES PATENTS at their centers, and at least one member has a slot cut

therein whereby information on another member is

1,546,928 7/1925  Graham .....oveinninnnnnen. 35[74 X :
2111268  3/1938  Kohlenberger . 35/74 X  SCleCtively exposed as the members are rotated.
2,293,405  B/1942  RUSSEll..ooronrrorrrrorns 35/74 X 10 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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A brief description of the The Chess Wheel from a book catalogue prepared by Dale Brandreth is cited in C.N. 472 in
"Chess Jottings." The description shows perhaps more wit by the author than understanding. In the 40 years since this
citation, no correspondents have provided additional information. Recently, a copy of The Chess Wheel was recovered by
one of the inventor's former students that provides a better understanding of the nature of the device.

A 2019 article, "An unknown side to Salo Landau", by Bob van de Velde for the Chess History & Literature Society website
references The Chess Wheel after giving details of Landau's "Chess Key" designed in the 1930s.

Several years ago, Reuben Fine and Salo Landau’s Schaaksleutel (= Chess Key) was presented in the
Nieuwsbrief (Newsletter) of the Max Euwe Centre (no. 76, April 2011) as an exceptional object ‘from bygone
days’. It is a kind of disc made of thin cardboard, the size of an LP. When this disc is turned inside a frame, which
is also made of cardboard, it shows a multitude of chess opening variations, 116 in number. As far as | know, this
was the first time that someone attempted to present chess opening theory in such an easy-to-use, systematic
way.

The author in showing the only similar device known describes The Chess Wheel accurately and suggests that its design
might have been derived from Landau's. The question was left open of why nothing else had been heard of the inventor
nor additional openings published.

Considering the boom in the communication technology of the past half-century, it is no wonder that such
creativity, with the use of cardboard, did not cause any great stir later... | have found only one example where this
idea was imitated, and this comprises thus its entire ‘Nachleben’ [legacy] at this stage. In 1973, at least according
to the copyright indication, The Chess Wheel;, Chess openings finder, ‘compiled and designed by V. Armen a.k.a.
Vrej ter-Gevorkian’, appeared on the market. This edition included recommendations by Paul Schmidt, to whom a
biography was recently devoted, but unfortunately this book does not shed any light on Schmidt’s relation to the
author of The Chess Wheel. V. Armen, of Armenian descent, worked in the United States as a linguist and a
chess teacher since 1966. In his Chess Wheel, he presents the theory of the English Opening, of course still in
descriptive notation. This wheel also has the size of a longplay record, and it works in a similar way as Landau’s
keys. Other Chess Wheels are not known; probably, despite recommendations by renowned chess players, no
new wheel was ever made. | have never heard anything more from Armen himself either and there is no mention
of him in Jeremy Gaige’s Chess Personalia (1987). The additional documentation doesn’t mention where V.
Armen, a.k.a. Vrej ter-Gevorkian, got his wheel idea from. Could it, perhaps thanks to Reuben Fine, have been
Salo Landau’s chess key?

https://www.kwabc.org/en/newsitem/an-unknown-side-to-salo-landau.html

The recovered wheel is dedicated to a student at Moravian Academy in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania where Ter-Gevorkian
taught French and organized a Chess Club.

To Prof. Calhoun,
Avec mes meilleurs souhaits — [With my best wishes]
23 Oct. 73 V. Armen
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Transient, 1974 Moravian Academy yearbook, p. 53.

The outer envelope of The Chess Wheel includes significant endorsements from the chess community.

“I am quite familiar with the "wheel-finder" concept as used in other fields of endeavor and am chagrined not to
have thought myself of applying it to the study of chess openings. In my opinion, The Chess Wheel should
become a popular—indeed invaluable—reference and study guide."

E. B. Edmondson, Executive Director, USCF

"The Chess Wheel designed by V. Armen is a handy and novel approach to place the opening theory at the
finger-tips of the user without the need of thumbing through a textbook. Just turn the wheel to the reference
number indicated, and the desired information appears in the window."

Dr. Paul F. Schmidt, International Master, U.S.A.

"I have seen many different methods for studying chess openings, but none of them is so attractive and
interesting as The Chess Wheel. It is fast, easy and enjoyable to work with."
Bruno Parma, Grandmaster, Yugoslavia

"The Chess Wheel is a compact, fast and reliable addition to any chess player's library. | think it is the most
valuable development in the study of chess openings since Ruy Lopez."
Peter Biyiasas, International Master, Canadian Champion
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Ter-Gevorkian died in 1974 and the wheel was not
developed further. An article of the same year, "Broken
Wheel?", by Edwin Albaugh in the Washington
Star-News, provides biographical details and also
suggests that "Unless an openings authority willing to
carry on the work materializes, his chess legacy will be
limited to the prototype of a useful and potentially
lucrative idea."

Partially answering the question of where the idea for
The Chess Wheel originated, the description on the
outer envelope relates that "for years the wheel-finder
has been widely used in business, education and
science. Now, for the first time it is applied to the study
of chess." Albaugh adds that the inventor, "said he got
the idea while trying to answer a postal game move
and simultaneously study verb endings in French on a
wheel-finder." This suggests that he was unaware of
Landau’s Chess Key.

Broken

By Edwin Albaugh
Soar-Merws SealT Wirnter
Several months ago I re-
ceived a circular extolling
the virrues of an inventon
called "“The Chess Wheel "
It was endorsed by Ed Ed-
mondson, executive direc-
tor of the U.5. Chess Foun-
dation, grandmaster Bruno
Parma and internationat
masters Peter Biyviasis and
Paunl Schmidt.
The wheel, as Schmidt
E t it, represented ‘‘a
y and novel approach
to place opening theory at
the fingertips of the user
without the need of thumb-
ing through & textbook —
you just turn the wheel to
the reference number indi-
cated and the desired infor-
mation appears 1o the win-
dow.™

BIYIASIS said, ‘1 think it
15 the most valuable devel-
opment in the study of chess
openings since Ruy Lopez.”

The wheel-finder has
been used in other fields —
I remember one that helped
me compile batting aver-
ages and won-lost percent-
age for my dice baseball
league as a vouth — but
apparenty as & chess tool it
15 unique.

The inventor, one V.
Armen, said he gut the idea
while trying to answer &
postal game move and
simyjtaneously study verb
endings in French on a
wheel-finder.

All that was ready at the
time the circular was mail-

ed was the Eﬂdlﬂh(ﬁlmg
(for $2.98), but men
Emnused‘ that the French,

icilian, Caro-Kann and
King's Indian Defenses
would be f

orthcoming soon.
So 1 postponed mention of
the wheel in this column

until a larger inventory be-

came available.
Last week, intending to
check an hjs progress, 1

Washington Star-News, Washington, D.C., April 7, 1974.

Wheel?

learned that Armen,
pseudonym for Vrej Ter
Gevorkian, had died recent-
lv of a heart attack at the
age of 50 and that his one-
man enterprise may have
expired with him.

TER-GEVORKIAN was
an Armenian (thus, Armen,
which presented less of a
strugglie for American
tongues). According o a
relative, he came w the
West in 1965 with a group of
Soviet tourists, sought asy» -
lum o Ialy and was grant-.-
ed it.

A year later he came to
the United States and lived
for & titne in New York and
Puttsburgh. For the past
three years he had been
teaching French and Rus-
sian  at the Moravian
AadeE ul;e Bethlehem, Pa.

51 ing a linguist,
he was & skilled musician,
occasional painter and _
chess devotee. (He founded
the Bethlehem Chess Club
in 1972.) Ter-Gevorkian was
described by the Atlantic
Chess News as being strong
in chess theory and a suc-
cessful postal player. His
last USCF rating placed
him at 1640, or Class B

What now to the
Chess Wheel, for which a

patent is ing? Nothing
for the fﬂrmt future.

THE SAME relative, who
is executor of the estate, ex-
pressed interest in continu-
ing the project, but he is un-
qualified to do it himself.
Ter-Gevarkian's grand de-
sign encompassed some 40
wheels, but so far as is
known only one was com-
pleted.

Unless an openings au-

thoriry willing ™ ca on
thewnrkmaunnhzg?hi

chess legacy will be hn:ltad
to the of a useful
and potentially lucrative
1dea.



The Chess Wheel was promoted with personal appearances and a flyer found with the wheel.

Meet V. Armen, Member Of Bethlehem's Moravian Academy
Faculty And Inventor Of The Exciting New “CHESS WHEEL"

Come o Hess's for this exciting Saturday event! Yre| Ter-Gevorkian,

belter known now, as V. Armen since his invention of "The Chess Whesl", will
be making his first public appearance Saturday In Hess's Hamillon Mall store,

He will demonstrate the simplicity of his invention, show you how the Chess Whesl can
be a handy aid for the chess novice or the chess wetaran. At tha same time,

Mr. Armen will take on chess players in challenge matches . . , show you the fiitesn
key positions with 130 wariations and subvariations based an gmes actually played

by Grandmasbers and International Masters. f you're interested in chess or have abways wantsd
fo know haw 1o play the game, come in and meet Mr. Armen, Let him show you how sasy

it is to learn how to use the Chess Wheel,

On Sale For The Very First Time At Hess's, Only .. 2.98

CAMES AND TOYS—ih RODR HAMLTON MALL STORE

HESS's HAMILTON MALL STORE HOURS: DAILY, 10 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. EXCEPT MON. AND THURS., 10 AM. TO 9 AT NIGHT!
The Morning Call, Allentown, Pennsylvania * Sat, Oct 6, 1973 p. 12

The amazing
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|I B, IEjlmm'_ann. N'D'H F’UR THE FIRST T'ME
Exceutive Director USCF A HANDY AID FOR ALL
“The Chess Wheel designed by V CHESS PLAYERS.

Armren is g handy rr.-ni' novel approach
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fingerdips of the user vufijurj the
need of thumbing throwgh a fexthook
Jusst berm the weheel to the reference
mumber indicated and the desived T
formation appears in the window =

Dr Paul F Schenidr,

International Master 115.A.

Comments on
The Chess Wheel
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apimion, The Chexe Wheel should be.
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Bruro Parma,
Grandmaster Yugoslavia
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Introducing “E (I'IESS MIEEI

A new approach to the study of chess open:
ings, Armen’'s Chess Wheel s perfect for novices or
for chess Instructors,

The Chess Whetl enables the chess player to
Imd mpgr responses 1o numercus unatmns of &
Eiven oponing quickly and casily.

For years the wheelfinder has been widely
used in business, education, and science. Mow, for
the first time it is applied to the study of chess.

This whee!l demonstrates the English Opening.
which has become popular in recent toumnamants,

First mowve P-QBRA.
Gha-rMhrIstI: of the
English Opening.

Reference Window
showing the moves
of all variations.

Humbér of maves for
each variatien,

History of
thé English
Opaning.

The Chess Wheel is sophisticated, but simple;
complex, but uncomplicated. It is a perfect (and
easily portable) ool for either the beginneér or the
experienced player

A soparate wheel is being developed for each
major chess opening. Mow ready for publication are
the French, Sicilian, Caro-Kann and King's Indian
Defenses, Eventually, all chess openings will ba avail-
able and will be alphabetically sequenced o that
ready reference can be made to any chess opening.

Name of Main Variations,
Koy Pogitions and ditferent
variations,

Red Numbers signi
Main Variations.

Black Numbers signify
Suhlﬂﬁn?bng.

Symbal Reference.

ORDER FORM

Gentlemen,
Enclosed is our check to cover our order for
Chess Wheels as indicated.

Amount enclosed 3
Humber of Chess Wheels

One Chess Wheel — $2.98
Ten and ower — $1.98 each
Shipping and postage included,

Send check or money order to:

¥V Armaen, P.O. Box 3156, Bethlehem, Penn-
sylvania 18007 ANl Pa, residents add 695
sales tax,

Narme
Address

City Lip

Easy-to-fallow
instructions.

Printed on both sides,

15 Key Positions with 130
Variations and Subvariations
based on games actually played by
Grandmasters and International Masters.

w—— -
Made of heavy, durable
material and construction
-'IH 55 Whitls wmnl:nttjr packaged
and n-n-«i In individual envelopes.

Paul Calhoun, West Hartford (CT, USA)
14 February 2025.
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